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TYLECODON KRITZINGERI: А NEW TYLECODON (CRASSULACEAE) 
FROM THE NORTH WESTERN CAPE 
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(National Botanic Gardens of South Africa, Kirstenbosch, Private Bag X7, 
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ABSTRACT 


A new species of Tylecodon (Crassulaceae) is described from the north western 
Cape. 


UITTREKSEL 


TYLECODON KRITZINGERI: `N NUWE TYLECODON-SOORT VANAF 
NOORDWES-KAAP 


*n Nuwe Tylecodon-soort (Crassulaceae) vanaf Noordwes-Kaap word beskryf. 
Key words: Tylecodon, sp. nov., Crassulaceae, north western Cape. 


Tylecodon kritzingeri E. J. van Jaarsveld, sp. nov; a Tylecodon suffultus 
Bruyns ex Toelken differt, multo maiore plante, erecta ad 1 000 mm alta. 

Plantae perennes, ramis scandentibus gracilibus, 3-4 mm іп diametro, 
radicibus tuberosis saepe ramosis. Folia linear-elliptica. Inflorescentia 
thyrsus, 1-3 monochasiis, quoque 1-3 floribus. Sepala triangulari-lanceo- 
lata 5 mm longa, acuta, glabra, succulenta, viridia. Corolla infundibularis; 
tubo 20-25 mm longo glabro; lobi 8—10 mm longi, lanceolati, acuti, glabri, 
sanguinei; stamina 12 mm longa, filamentis rectis, pilis patentibus praecipue 
in partibus quibusconnatis tubo petalorum. Carpella ovariis gracilibus grada- 
tim constructis in stylos erectos stigmatibus terminalibus. 


Typus: Cape Province—2817 (Tatasberg): Lower N W slope of Oemsberg (-AC), 
Van Jaarsveld and Kritzinger 6278 (NBG, holotypus). 


Plants perennial, glabrous in all parts (except the filaments) single- 
stemmed or rarely branched, scrambling or scandent into bushes up to 1 m. 
Roots tuberous and branched, up to 10 mm in diameter. Stems slender, light 
green, 3—4 mm in diameter and succulent at first, erect and later spreading, 
becoming grey with dark striations, woody and snapping when bent. Leaves 
alternate and spirally arranged, linear to linear-elliptic and acute at apex, 
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erectly spreading and often becoming recoiled acting as tendrils, grooved on 
the adaxial surface, abaxial surface convex, becoming deciduous towards 
summer. Inflorescence a spreading thyrse up to 200 mm in diameter with 1-3 
monochasia each bearing 1—3 spreading flowers. Calyx glabrous, lobes tri- 
angular-lanceolate, and acute, 5 mm long and 2 mm broad. Corolla pale 
green, 20 mm long, 4 mm wide at the base and gradually expanding to 7 
mm, lobes 8—10 mm long, lanceolate and acute at apex, at first erect and be- 
coming erectly spreading; inner surface maroon to dark maroon, lower half 
with green striations. Filaments light green, 12 mm long, fused to corolla in 
lower half and sparingly pilose respectively, squamae yellowish-green, quad- 
rangular and emarginate, 1 mm х 1 mm. Carpels with slender ovaries grad- 
ually tapering to erect styles. Stigmas terminal. 
Flowering period: January. 


DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT 


This species occurs in the upper Gannakouriep river valley on the north 
west slopes of the Oemsberg, Western Mountain Karoo (Acocks Veld type 
no. 28), where it is scandent among xerophytic shrubs. The plants are locally 
common. Rainfall occurs mainly in winter and ranges from 150—200 mm per 
annum. 


DISCUSSION 


Tylecodon kritzingeri van Jaarsveld is a very distinct species and shares, 
with Tylecodon suffultus Bruyns ex Toelken, the habit of being the only 
scrambling members of the genus. However, the two are not closely allied 
and are quite distinct. 

Tylecodon kritzingeri van Jaarsveld is a much larger plant with large fun- 
nel-shaped glabrous maroon flowers which bear erectly spreading lobes. 
(Tylecodon suffultus Bruyns ex Toelken is as yet only recorded from the 
Vanrhynsdorp district and is a much smaller plant with thicker branches and 
pink flowers; the corolla also possesses glandular hairs on the outside). The 
linear leaves of Т. kritzingeri which often recoil and act as tendrils are 
unique in the genus. This species is the fastest growing in the genus. Plants 
that were grown under controlled glasshouse conditions at Kirstenbosch pro- 
duced stems 700 mm tall within one growing season. The open corolla per- 
sists for approximately 8 days. 

Tylecodon kritzingeri was first discovered on the 21st September 1981 by 
the author on a collecting expedition together with Mr. Kobus Kritzinger of 
the Cape Department of Nature Conservation. I have pleasure in naming 
this species after Mr. Kritzinger who has made a substantial contribution to 
nature conservation in Namaqualand and particularly in the Richtersveld. 
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Fic. 1. 
Distribution of Tylecodon kritzingeri. 
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Mr. Kritzinger is at present Officer-in-charge of the Hester Malan Nature 
Reserve at Springbok and has collected many interesting records of plants in 
that area and has also taken the author to many inaccessible areas. 
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